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BRACKLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Johnson  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1937.  The  report  is  drawn  up 
on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1650  (England)  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Staff 
for  their  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IVOR  J.  JONES. 


County  Health  Department, 
Northampton, 

June,  1938. 


Public  Health  Officers. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Ivor  J.  Jones,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.ph,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.cp 

Sanitary  Inspector:  Sidney  J.  Rogers,  a.r.s.i. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector:  R.  Howard,  Prob.  c.s.i. 

Junior  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector : R.  Anker. 

Both  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
are  employed  mainly  as  Surveyors  to  the  Council,  while  the  Junior 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  divides  his  time  between  systematic 
inspection  of  the  District  and  clerical  work  in  the  Public  Health 
Department. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58,132 

Resident  Population  (R.G.’s  mid- 1937  estimate)...  8,180 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according 

to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,678 

Rateable  value  (1/4/37)  ...  ...  ...  ...  29,81 3 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ^*114  16s.  Od. 

The  District  is  entirely  rural,  and  the  main  industries  are 
agriculture  and  dairy  farming.  A number  of  men  living  in  the 
western  part  of  the  District  are  employed  at  the  Aluminium  Works 
in  Banbury. 

There  is  a shortage  of  farm  labourers  in  the  District  and  very 
little  unemployment. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year  relate 
to  the  births  arid  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Rate  per  1 . 000 
population. 
Bracklev  England 


Total 

Male 

Female 

R.D. 

and  Wales 

Live  Births 

124 

61 

63 

15.2 

14.9 

Legitimate  ... 

115 

55 

60 

Illegitimate  ... 
Still-births 

9 

1 

6 

1 

3 

0 

c (Rate  per  1,000 
o total  births). 

Deaths 

143 

78 

65 

17.5 

12.4 

3 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis...  ...  ...  0 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  1 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  40 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  43 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from — 

Total. 

Male.  Female. 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

18 

7 11 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

2 

1 1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Nil 

Adjusted  Death-rate  ( 1937) 

13.5 

The  Adjusted  Death  Rate  is  obtained  by  applying  to  the  crude 
death  rate  an  Area  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  which  corrects  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution 
of  the  population  of  the  District  from  that  of  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole. 


Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
(live  & still)  births. 

0 

8 


The  registered  causes  of  death  were 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  

o 

1 

I 

Influenza 

6 

5 

II 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

i 

2 

3 

Other  Tuberculosis 

2 

0 

2 

Cancer  

7 

1 1 

18 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.... 

2 

5 

7 

Heart  Disease 

21 

17 

38 

Other  circulatory  disorders 

6 

2 

8 

Bronchitis  ...  

I 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  fall  forms) 

o 

3 

3 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

I 

0 

1 

Other  digestive  disorders  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

O 

1 

1 

Puerperal  disorders  (not  Sepsis)  ... 
Congenital  Debility, 

O 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth,  etc. 

4 

1 

5 

Senility 

8 

2 

IO 

Violence  (other  than  Suicide) 

6 

3 

9 

Other  defined  diseases 

IO 

5 

15 

All  Causes 

?8 

65 

H3 

Heart  Disease  continues  to  be  the  commonest  cause  of  death 
followed  in  order  by  Cancer,  Influenza  and  Violence. 
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NUMBERS  OF  BIR  I HS  AND  DEATHS  AND  ESTIMATED 
POPULATION  ANNUALLY  SINCE  1928. 


Bracklev 

Middleton  Cheney 

Brackley  R.D.  & Middleton  Cheney 

R.D. 

R.D. 

R.D. 

Pop- 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births.  Increase. 

Decrease. 

ulation 

1928 

103 

74 

36 

35 

139 

109 

30 

8656 

1929 

85 

88 

18 

38 

103 

126  23 

8662 

1930 

102 

90 

26 

37 

128 

127 

1 

8586 

1931 

76 

91 

17 

3 2 

93 

I23  30 

8521 

1932 

87 

81 

24 

20 

1 1 1 

IOI 

10 

8517 

1933 

88 

72 

18 

25 

106 

97 

9 

8446 

1934 

93 

75 

33 

29 

126 

104 

22 

8306 

1935 

122 

105 

6 

8 

128 

1 13 

15 

8272 

*936 

I07 

80 

107 

80 

27 

8240 

J937 

H3 

1 24 

r43 

124 

19 

8180 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

(a).  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital  2/6  for  every  swab  submitted  by  medical  practitioners  and 
examined  for  the  presence  of  diphtheria  bacilli.  A copy  of  the 
report  of  every  swab  examined  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  as  well  as  to  the  medical  practitioner  who  sent  the  swab. 
During  the  year  six  such  swabs  were  examined.  All  were  negative. 

A sample  of  blood  from  a patient  suspected  of  suffering  from 
typhoid  fever  was  sent  to  the  Northampton  General  Hospital  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  result  was  negative. 

Sputum  from  suspected  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are 
examined  without  charge  for  medical  practitioners  by  the  Clinical 
Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  County  Council. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  from  producers  and  retailers  and 
are  submitted  to  the  County  Council’s  laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  test  usually  carried  out  is  known  as  the 
“ Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test.”  The  test  depends  on  the  fact 
that  methylene  blue  loses  its  colour  when  it  loses  oxygen.  Oxygen 
is  used  up  by  bacteria  multiplying  in  raw  milk  and  the  time  taken 
for  the  dye  to  be  decolourised  is  a measure  of  the  bacterial  activity, 
i.e.  the  cleanliness  and  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk.  Of  the  116 
samples  of  milk  submitted  for  examination,  75  were  satisfactory, 
6 were  moderate  and  37  were  bad. 

Samples  of  water  from  Sulgrave  and  Charlton  were  submitted 
to  the  County  Council’s  laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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(b) .  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the  Daventry  Rural 
District  Council  for  their  ambulance  to  be  sent  to  any  part  of  the 
District  in  order  to  transport  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  to  the  Staverton  Isolation  Hospital.  A nurse  accompanies 
the  ambulance. 

(c) .  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  arrangements  are  the  same  as  for  1936. 

(d) .  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Women’s 
Institute  at  Brackley  on  the  second  Thursday  in  each  month  at 
2.30  p.m.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  each  session  as  the 
medical  officer  in  charge.  For  the  northern  portion  of  the  District 
an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  in  the  Rectory  School  Room  at 
Byfield  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  in  each  month  at  2.30  p.m. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

1.  Water. 

ASTON-LE-WALLS.  Population  (1931)  193.  Houses  41. 

A privately  owned  piped  water  supply  from  a spring  situate 
about  half  a mile  from  the  village  serves  a farm  house,  The  Rectory, 
The  Presbytery,  The  School,  The  Old  School  House  and  a number 
of  cottages.  The  supply  is  inadequate  in  times  of  drought.  A 
number  of  cottages  obtain  water  from  shallow  wells  which  become 
dry  during  the  summer. 

Appletree  has  a public  well  serving  a row  of  eight  cottages  and 
a nninber  of  private  shallow  wells. 

AYNHO.  Population  (1931)  367.  Houses  107. 

Approximately  50  per  cent,  of  the  village  obtains  water  from 
a privately  owned  supply.  This  supply  is  laid  on  to  a number  of 
houses  and  to  three  standpipes. 

BODDINGTON.  Population  (1931)  325.  Houses  109. 

Lower  Boddington  has  a public  water  supply  from  a spring 
serving  a number  of  farms  and  four  standpipes.  The  pipe  from 
the  spring  to  the  service  reservoir  is  unsatisfactory,  resulting  in 
frequent  blockage  and  pollution  during  and  after  heavy  rain. 

Upper  Boddington  relies  entirely  on  shallow  wells. 
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CHACOMBE.  Population  (1931)  274.  Houses  74. 

The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  obtain  water  from  one  of  three 
sources : — 

(1)  Lion’s  Head  Spring. — The  spring  discharges  through  a 
pipe  by  the  road  side.  A sample  taken  on  the  24th  August,  1937, 
was  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  The  results  showed 
that  certain  pollution  had  occurred  and  that  the  supply  could  not 
be  approved  for  human  consumption. 

(2)  A spring  situated  by  the  side  of  a stream  in  Berry’s  Close. 
The  stream  at  this  point  is  grossly  polluted  and  it  is  possible  for 
the  spring  water  to  be  polluted  with  stream  water. 

(3)  A well  supplying  the  Council’s  Houses. 

A number  of  inhabitants  have  to  carry  water  considerable 
distances  from  one  or  other  of  these  three  sources.  The  first  two 
sources  have  frequently  been  polluted,  and  building  in  proximity  to 
the  third  source  will  possibly  lead  to  its  pollution  in  the  future. 

CHIPPING  WARDEN.  Population  (1931)  298.  Houses  90. 

Four  or  five  of  the  larger  houses  have  private  piped  supplies, 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  village  obtains  water  from  wells  of 
varying  depths  in  the  marlstone.  Many  of  these  become  short  in 
summer,  and  a number  of  them  are  at  times  so  polluted  as  to  be 
undrinkable. 

CROUGHTON.  Population  (1931)  404.  Houses  119. 

A public  piped  water  scheme  for  this  village  was  completed 
during  the  year.  The  history  of  the  scheme  is  interesting.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  in  March,  1902,  it  was  stated  that  the  water 
supply  of  the  village  was  unsatisfactory,  and  a Committee  was 
appointed  to  go  into  the  matter.  The  question  was  again  considered 
in  August,  1905,  but  it  was  not  until  1934,  after  a summer  of 
drought,  and  the  Government  were  promising  grants  towards  rural 
water  schemes  that  progress  became  evident.  Local  opposition  to 
the  scheme  was  encountered,  but  at  last  in  1937  the  work  was 
completed. 

\ ‘ CULWORTH.  Population  (1931)  410.  Houses  121. 

The  village  depends  for  water  on  shallow  wells  in  the 
Northampton  sand. 

EVENLEY.  Population  (1931)  410.  Houses  99. 

The  greater  part  of  the  village  obtains  water  from  a privately 
owned  scheme  serving  a number  of  standpipes. 


EYDON.  Population  (1931)  422.  Houses  115. 

A shallow  well  situated  to  the  west  of  the  village  supplies  water 
by  gravity  to  a number  of  houses  and  to  standpipes.  It  is  impossible 
to  supply  houses  near  the  well  by  gravity.  The  collecting  area  is 
not  protected  in  any  way.  This  supply  is  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
Council  should  appreciate  that  specific  pollution  of  this  supply  might 
cause  widespread  disaster. 

Until  a proper  supply  is  available  for  the  village,  land  around 
this  well  should  be  acquired  and  fenced  off  at  a distance  of  100  feet 
from  the  well. 

FARTHINGHOE.  Population  (1931)  271.  Houses  74. 

The  Council  have  acquired  a village  water  supply  on  condition 
that  water  is  not  laid  on  to  private  or  public  premises.  The  water 
is  pumped  from  a shallow  well  situated  near  to  the  elementary 
school  to  a service  reservoir  whence  water  gravitates  to  five  stand- 
pipes. This  supply  should  be  subjected  to  control  by  bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  taken  at  least  monthly.  The  elementary 
school  buildings  would  be  greatly  improved  if  water  could  be  laid  on. 

GREATWORTH.  Population  (1931)  356. 

A public  scheme  supplies  water  from  a spring  by  means  of  a 
ram  to  a reservoir  of  about  4000  gallons  situated  on  high  ground  in 
the  village.  The  height  of  this  reservoir  is  insufficient  to  ensure  an 
adequate  pressure  of  water  to  the  new  Council  houses.  Many  houses 
have  water  laid  on,  and  there  are  also  five  standpipes. 

HELMDON.  Population  (1931)  477. 

There  has  been  correspondence  between  the  Parish  Council,  the 
District  Council,  the  County  Council  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  since  1895  on  the  question  of  an  adequate  and  whoiesome 
water  supply  foi  this  village.  Numerous  reports  have  been  written 
and  numerous  schemes  have  been  proposed,  but  very  little  has  been 
done.  The  greater  part  ot  the  village  depends  on  shallow  wells 
inadequately  protected  against  pollution  and  liable  to  run  dry  in 
periods  of  drought.  A number  of  houses  are  supplied  by  a private 
water  company  which  obtains  water  from  a spring  and  supplies  by 
gravity.  The  gathering  ground  is  unprotected.  The  difficulties  of 
providing  a proper  supply  of  water  in  this  village  are  great  but  not 
insuperable 

HINTON'IN'THE'HEDGES.  Population  (1931)  122. 

Water  is  pumped  by  a ram  to  a 4000  gallon  elevated  service 
reservoir,  whence  it  gravitates  to  four  standpipes.  A number  of 
premises  have  water  laid  on. 
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KINGS  SUTTON.  Population  (1931)  990. 

This  village  obtains  water  from  a large  number  of  shallow  wells 
situated  amidst  built-up  areas.  The  “Town  Well”  supplies  water 
from  a spring  situated  near  the  lower  end  of  the  village.  Another 
spring  nearby  flows  into  an  open  chamber  in  the  cellar  of  a bake- 
house. The  overflow  from  this  chamber  supplies  a few  premises 
and  a tap  available  to  the  public.  A scheme  for  supplying  the  village 
with  a piped  supply  has  been  proposed. 

MARSTON  St.  LAWRENCE.  Population  (1931)  173. 

The  water  comes  from  the  same  source  as  the  supply  to  Great- 
worth,  by  gravitation. 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY.  Population  (1931)  1131. 

All  water  is  obtained  by  handpumps  or  windlass  and  bucket 
from  shallow  wells.  These  wells  are  situated  amidst  built-up  areas 
and  in  many  instances  there  is  no  protection  against  the  entry  of 
surface  water.  The  Council  have  discussed  a piped  suppiy  for  the 
entire  village,  and  this  is  long  overdue. 

MORETON  PINKNEY.  Population  (1931)  304. 

Water  from  a spring  is  collected  in  a small  tank  and  then 
gravitates  to  four  standpipes  from  which  the  majority  of  the  inhab- 
itants obtain  water. 

NEWBOTTLE-CUM'CHARLTON.  Population  (1931)  308. 

Newbottle  itself  is  a hamlet,  and  the  supplies  of  water  are 
apparently  adequate. 

Charlton. — A ram  situated  to  the  north-east  of  the  village 
pumps  water  from  a spring  to  three  raised  tanks  in  the  village  whence 
water  gravitates  to  six  standpipes  and  a number  of  houses.  An 
electric  pump  is  available  if  necessary.  In  order  to  increase  the 
pressure  and  make  the  water  available  for  Council  Houses  on 
higher  ground,  a new  elevated  service  tank  is  being  constructed. 
The  gathering  ground  of  this  spring  is  unprotected.  Samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  should  be  taken  monthly. 

RADSTONE.  Population  (1931)  86. 

Three  farms  are  supplied  by  ram.  Cottages  obtain  water  from 
wells. 

SULGRAVE.  Population  (1931)  319. 

Several  reports  on  the  water  supplies  of  this  village  have  been 
presented  to  Committees  of  the  Council.  My  last  report  was  • 
submitted  in  May,  1937.  Several  different  schemes  have  been 
suggested,  and  much  local  opposition  has  been  encountered,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  will  be 
available  soon. 
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During  the  year  the  dip  well  in  Mill  Lane  was  repaired  so  that 
water  can  now  be  obtained  by  means  of  a hand  pump  and  the  top  is 
covered  so  as  to  prevent  surface  water  from  the  lane  flowing  into 
the  chamber. 

Six  samples  of  water  from  this  village  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year.  The  results  were: — 

(1)  Tap  in  Helmdon  Road,  Sulgrave.  14th  May,  1937. 

“ The  water  is  polluted  and  is  unfit  for  domestic  purposes 
unless  it  is  boiled.” 

(2)  Old  Council  Houses  Pump,  Sulgrave.  14th  May,  1937. 

“ The  results  do  not  indicate  any  degree  of  dangerous 
pollution.” 

(3)  Great  Street  Pump,  opD.  Star  Inn,  Sulgrave.  14th  Mav» 
1937;< 

“ The  well  is  polluted  and  the  water  is  unfit  for  domestic 
purposes  unless  it  is  boiled.” 

(4)  Mill  Lane  Dip  Well,  Sulgrave.  14th  May,  1937. 

“ The  water  is  polluted  and  is  unfit  for  consumption  unless 
it  is  boiled  previously.” 

(5)  Council  Houses  Pump,  Sulgrave.  1st  Sept.,  1937. 

“ The  water  is  polluted  and  should  not  be  used  for  domestic 
purposes  unless  it  is  first  boiled.” 

(6)  Mill  Lane  Dip  Well,  Sulgrave.  1st  Sept.,  1937. 

“ The  water  is  polluted  and  should  not  be  used  for  domestic 
purposes  unless  it  is  first  boiled.” 

The  evidence  of  pollution  consists  in  the  presence  of  large 
nnmbers  of  bacteria  in  the  water  which  are  usually  only  found  in 
association  with  human  or  animal  excreta. 

SYRESHAM.  Population  (1931)  582. 

Water  is  obtained  from  shallow  wells  in  close  proximity  to 
dwelling-houses,  etc.  Inhabitants  have  to  walk  considerable  dis- 
tances to  obtain  water.  In  times  of  drought  many  of  the  wells  run 
dry.  A safeguarded  source  of  supply  distributed  throughout  the 
village  would  be  a great  asset. 

THENFORD.  Population  (1931)  125. 

The  Manor  House  and  Manor  Farm  obtain  water  from  a 
private  installation.  The  remainder  of  village  depends  on  shallow 
wells. 

THORPE  MANDEVILLE.  Population  (1931)  150. 

Water  is  obtained  from  shallow  wells. 

WARKWORTH.  Population  (1931)  44. 

This  small  parish  depends  mainly  on  shallow  wells. 
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WHITFIELD. 

This  village  is  served  by  a public  supply  obtained  from  two 
wells,  one  in  the  Great  Oolite,  and  the  other  in  Northampton  sand, 
about  half  a mile  away  to  the  south-west  of  the  village.  Water  is 
pumped  from  both  of  these  wells  by  wind  engines  (one  of  which 
has  been  renewed  during  the  year)  to  a concrete  reservoir.  Water 
gravitates  to  four  standpipes  and  to  a number  of  houses.  Shortage 
of  water  has  been  remedied  since  the  installation  of  meters.  A 
protective  area  should  be  fenced  off  around  each  well  at  a distance 
of  100  feet  from  the  well,  and  samples  should  be  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  monthly  intervals. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

New  sewage  disposal  systems  have  been  completed  at  Aynho 
and  Kings  Sutton.  New  lengths  of  sewer  have  been  laid  at 
Chipping  Warden,  Marston  St.  Lawrence  and  Newbottle.  Plans 
and  estimates  for  the  re-sewering  of  Eydon  have  been  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  work  will  be  commenced  at  an  early 
date.  Plans  and  estimates  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  new  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  in  Chacombe. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  existing  sewage  disposal  works 
throughout  the  District  have  been  quite  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

Information  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Summary. 

4.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  neither  public  nor  privately  owned  swimming  baths 
or  pools  open  to  the  public  in  the  District. 

5.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  any  houses  in  the  District  are 
infested  with  bed  bugs,  and  no  action  is  taken  to  ensure  that  the 
belongings  of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to 
Council  Houses. 

6.  Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  have  adopted  a new  system  of  house  refuse 
collection  which  will  come  into  operation  on  April  1st  next  and  in 
connection  with  this,  a new  refuse  tip  has  been  purchased  in  the 
parish  of  Greatworth.  This  tip  will  take  the  refuse  from  at  least 
seven  of  the  villages. 

7.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A systematic  inspection  of  all  the  cottages  in  the  District  has 
been  made  during  the  year,  and  842  cottages  have  been  inspected 
and  recorded. 


SUMMARY  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  INSPECTED  DURING  1937. 
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Housing. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  842 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..  987 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  842 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ...  842 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Nnmber  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 


3. 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  .. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 


J5 


239 

58 


3 

10 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV  — Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  2 

(2)  Nnmber  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  . ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  14 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  19 


ir>,  10  '<+-  I 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  PROGRAMME. 


Date. 

No.  of 
houses 
included 
in 

Clearance 

Areas 

and 

confirmed 

bv 

M.O.H. 

No.  of 
houses 
included 
in  Dem. 
Orders 
and 

confirmed 

No.  of 
houses 
included 
in 

Clearance 
Orders 
not  yet 
confirmed 
(sent  to 
Ministry 
for  con- 
firmation). 

No.  of 
houses 
included 
in  Dem. 
Orders 
not  yet 
confirmed 

No.  of 
new 
houses 
built. 

No.  of 
new 
houses 
to  be 
built. 

No.  of 
houses 
to  be 
re-con- 
ditioned. 

•935 

13 

21 

1936 

30 

l6 

27 

1937 

90 

3 

1 10 

22 

23 

200 

DO 

Total  ... 

133 

40 

I 10 

22 

50 

200 

130 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  were  221  Registered  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  on 
31st  December,  1937.  During  the  year  106  inspections  were  made 
to  81  cowsheds,  and  116  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
County  Council’s  laboratory,  resulting  in  73  satisfactory  samples, 
6 moderate  and  37  bad  samples.  No  action  was  taken  during  the 
year  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  were  13  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  during  the  year. 
There  is  no  information  available  as  to  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected,  but  none  were  condemned. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases,  etc. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

[3 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

H 


Two  further  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were  notified  after 
the  patients  had  been  admitted  to  the  Horton  General  Hospital, 
Banbury.  Both  were  women  aged  40  years  and  54  years 
respectively. 

One  case  of  puerperal  fever  was  notified  from  a maternity 
home  in  Rugby. 

Seventeen  of  the  above  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  inhabitants 
of  Middleton  Cheney.  This  epidemic  started  towards  the  end  of 
August  and  five  further  cases  were  notified  as  scarlet  fever  from  the 
same  Parish  in  the  first  five  weeks  of  1938.  The  remaining  five 
cases  notified  in  1937  were  from  Aynho.  Every  case  was  investi- 
gated by  the  Medical  Officer  or  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  special 
inspections  of  school  children  were  made  in  an  attempt  to  discover 
undiagnosed  cases.  The  investigations  showed  that  no  single  article 
of  diet  such  as  water  or  milk  could  be  implicated,  and  that  the 
infection  was  most  probably  spread  from  person  to  person. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  fresh  cases  occured  following  the  discharge 
from  the  isolation  hospital  of  cases  apparently  cured  of  scarlet  fever. 
Most  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  nature,  although  complications  such 
as  otorrhoea  did  occur.  There  was  no  evidence  that  cases  isolated 
at  home  caused  any  subsequent  spread  of  the  disease  outside  that 
particular  household,  or  that  their  progress  towards  cure  was  delayed. 
The  hospitalisation  of  mild  cases  of  scarlet  fever  shouid  be  reduced 
to  a minimum,  and  steps  taken  to  ensure  that  severe  cases  of  measles, 
whooping  cough  and  pneumonia,  etc.  can  be  treated  in  hospital.  It 
is  not  at  present  possible  to  ensure  that  such  cases  receive  hospital 
treatment. 

The  death  of  a girl  aged  13  years  from  diphtheria  will  be  noted. 
This  girl  had  been  sent  home  to  Boddington  from  an  institution  at 
Wolverhampton  where  several  cases  of  diphtheria  had  occurred. 
She  developed  the  disease  after  her  return  home  and  died  after 
admission  to  Staverton  Isolation  Hospital.  Antitoxin  was  admin- 
istered before  she  was  sent  to  hospital. 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease. 

Under 
i year 
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l 45-65  , 

65 
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Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  . . . 

i 

2 

2 

3 

7 

2 

I 

I 

4 

22 

I 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

2 

i5 


There  was  an  epidemic  of  mumps  early  in  the  year  at  New- 
bottle  and  Charlton,  and  also  at  Kings  Sutton.  Some  cases  of 
measles  also  occurred  at  Kings  Sutton.  Whooping  cough  became 
prevalent  at  Helmdon  about  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  at  Moreton 
Pinkney  later  in  the  summer. 

No  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  during  1937. 


New  Cases. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

O 1 

1—5 

5—i5 

I 

I 

i5-25 

25-35 

35 — 45 

2 

I 

45—55 

55  — 65 

65  and  upwards 

I 

I 

Totals 

I 

I 

3 

2 

During  the  year  1 male  and  2 females  died  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  and  2 males  died  of  non- respiratory  tuberculosis. 


IVOR  J.  JONES, 


June,  1938. 


